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Speech of Appenoore.

Aug. 11th. Expecting to leave tomorrow, I requested the
chief to call his head men together in the eve. for I had a
few words to say to them. I then made a short speech
upon the subject of temperance, setting forth the evils of
intemperance, &c. This was listened to very attentively
and as each sentence was interpreted it was responded to
by a loud grunt, which is the Indian mode of giving assent.

To this A. responded in a very polite and energetic man-
ner, which was for substance as follows: —" We have lis-
tened,” says he, "to what you have said and believe it to
be all true. I have myself thought strong drink to be some
evil spirit which had taken upon himself this form and was
going round destroying mankind. You have described
this vice so that we have seemed to see it, but we are so
weak, that we are afraid when we go abroad again we
shall be attracted by it. We had formerly some wise men
amongst us, and as they got acquainted with the white peo-
ple, and found out what a destroyer it was among Indians,
they told their people that an enemy would be nothing to
it and we see how true their words are. It was for this
reason we left the Mississippi in order that we might get
away from strong drink and we are hoping by making
some laws and by the restraints of morals to do it away.
You saw, yesterday, (referring to the Sabbath) what work
it makes in our settlement and ow we had to run away in
order to get away from it. (referring probably to myself)
And as you have said that you hoped we should become a
happy people we ourselves hope that by some means it
may be the case.”

The next morn. when I left he gave me venison for my
journey and I parted with him with every expression of
cordiality on his part. I afterwards met with him on board
a steam-boat but he had had a drunken frolic. So soon, how-
ever, as he became sober he came and invited me to go and
sit by him on his mat; but after he had been at Rock Island

a short time he appeared quite different.
11



